Volume 6,
Number 1

WELCOME NEW NEIGHBORS!

Sherwood Forest Community

A Periodic Publication For and About The

Sherwood Forest Neighborhood Association

welcomes any new residents in the neighbor-

hood! As a

welcoming neighborhood we

want to reach out to new
families upon arrival and

ensure that they are made to feel welcome.

The packet of information includes
a neighborhood newsletter,
recent Dallas Morning News
and local business and res-
taurant information. Other
items may very upon timing

and helpers.
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Sherwood Forest also wants to make new arri-
vals aware of Texas, Dallas County, the City
of Irving, SFNA, and local business entities.

Bienvenido

With your help, new owners and rent-
ers can receive a special delivery of informa-
tion about living in the City of Irving and the
Sherwood Forest community.

Bere-foindeo

Please contact a board member if you
know of a new resident so that we can help
welcome them to the neighborhood! And, if

your home is for sale see page 2...

Crepe myrtles
A beautiful sight to both new neighbors and
for those just passing by....Crepe Myrtles!
Check out the last plantings on Conflans and
Briery. Thank you Sher- ‘
wood Residents Craig
Driver, Iram Miam, Keta
Stevens, and Glenda Shaw!

Washington Irving 3
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Robin Hood’s Forest 3
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Yard of the Month Suggestions?
Contact a board member.
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940-367-1880
downpat@hotmail.com

Vice President Glenda Shaw
419 Nottingham Dr.
972-313-1539
gshaw37317@verizon.net

Secretary Jorge Garza
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972-513-1003
jl.garza@yahoo.com

Secretary Leslie Garza
312 Robin Hood Dr.
972-513-1003 hash-
garza@hotmail.com

Treasurer Robyn Salmi
2817 Linden Lea
972-790-5913
r19r90@verizon.net

Web-site Manager
Burke Squires

402 Little John
972-313-1788 burkes-
quires@gmail.com

Newsletter
Christine Squires
402 Little John
christinemade-
line@gmail.com

Board Member Cecil Craft
2800 Yorkshire St
972-986-7997
chc@craftent.com

Board Member Ann Craft
2800 Yorkshire St
972-986-7997
ann@craftent.com

Board Member

Craig Driver

2832 Linden Lea
972-790-1748
bedriver@airmail.net

Board Member Iram Miam
406 Robin Hood
972-670-1007
irammian@yahoo.com

Board Member

Keta Stevens

2617 Yorkshire
oldroses48@yahoo.com
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WELCOME TO THE
WELCOMING COMMITTEE

DO YOU KNOW SOME
MERRY MEN OR WOMEN?

Are you or someone you know in the
market for a home? Would you like
to live in the "forest"? Search for homes

Neighborhood Welcoming
Committees help new residents to
overcome the unease of moving into a
new neighborhood. Your new

for sale within the Sherwood Forest
neighborhood by visiting our webpage
and clicking on the "Homes for Sale" link.
Two links to real estate websites are
listed, which show homes for sale in our

neighbor may have no friends in the
area and may be unfamiliar with the
local community.

neighborhood. The website are Trulia.com

Thal?k.s to The G?rza and 'WeISh & Redfin.com. We would like to welcome
Families, new Robinhood neighbors you to our neighborhood! Won't you take
have been given a warm welcome!

the first step and view the offerings in the
"forest". Won't you come and take a drive
through or tree covered streets?

IMPORTANT REMINDERS FOR DOG OWNERS J

Pooper Scooper Law

Chapter 7 of the Dallas City Ordinance, Section 7-4.8 requires the owner, harborer, or a person having care, custody, or

control of a dog, to remove in an immediate, and sanitary manner, any feces created by their dog on public property, or any private
property not owned, leased, or controlled by them. It further requires those individuals to have in their possession a device for the safe
and sanitary removal and disposal of dog feces. Violators may be reported to the City by calling 3-1-1, and they are also subject to

citation and possible fine if observed by city officers at any time.

WHAT’'S NEW AT IRVING PUBLIC LIBRARY? =

FREE DIGITAL AUDIO BOOK
DOWNLOADS

Irving Public Library now offers digital audio books
online for an easy, convenient way for customers to
check out books. Users can download the audio
books to a computer, transfer them to an MP3
player or burn them to a CD. The service is free and
easy to use, and can be accessed anytime, any-
where.

“Our library is always interested in

technologies and
about offering
said Jan Bodnar,
tions  supervi-
keep up with the
tech-savvy cus-
others to experi-

”»

embracing new
we are excited
this service,”
community rela-
sor. “We want to
needs of our
tomers and entice
ence something new.

The growing collection currently consists of classic
titles such as “The Great Gatsby” and “Fahrenheit
451.” Library customers can find books by authors
ranging from Jane Austen and Ayn Rand to Mark
Twain and George Orwell.

New releases like “Playing for Pizza” by John Grisham,
“Stone Cold” by David Baldacci, and Alan Greenspan’s
“The Age of Turbulence” are available.

The library’s digital media catalog also offers the classic
“One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” and the new Will
Smith blockbuster, “I Am Legend.”

Up to five titles may be checked out online at one time
and users will have 10 days to listen or save the
downloaded files to a MP3 player. After 10 days the titles
will expire.

REMODELING

The Irving Central Library will soon undergo major re-
modeling to make the facility more visually appealing
and convenient for customers. No major changes have
been made since it opened in 1986.

Community input was provided during two public meet-
ings held last year where customers provided city staff
with improvement suggestions. A survey also was dis-
tributed to gather additional information.

Improved lighting, new carpeting, and a

quiet area were among the most fre-

quently requested items to be addressed

in the remodel project. (continued p. 4)
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WASHINGTON IRVING'S
225TH BIRTHDAY BASH!

Does the name
Irving ring a bell?
In honor of
Washington Ir-
ving’s birthday,
Sherwood Forest
Neighborhood resi-
dents are invited to
enter in a contest
for two reasons:

1. For FUN!

2. To learn more
about the life of

\r

N\

All winners will have
their names placed in a
raffle. The winner of
the raffle be given two
free tickets to “The
Unexpected Guest” a
play held at our local
community theatre.

Thanks to SFNA Little
John Drive resident,
the tickets to the play
were donated by the
Irving Community

N Theatre.

Irving’s life. ]
Thank you Tom Ortiz!

To enter the contest, log on to
www.mysherwoodforest.com
which will direct you to

trivia fun.

Irving Community Theatre-
Dupree Theater

Irving Arts Center

3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.

ol frving, TX 75062
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Irving Community Theater was incorporated in 1971,
lC-I_ but in fact, that only represents the official age.

Documents exist demonstrating the early birth of ICT
as far back as 1949. Since those early beginnings, Irving Community
Theater has grown to be one of the largest volunteer-based theatres in
Texas. ICT, along with other arts groups, was instrumental in work-
ing with the City of Irving to establish the Irving Arts Board and the
Irving Arts Center. The resulting partnership enables ICT to develop
and attract the most qualified and motivated volunteers. Typically
over 150 different individuals contribute to each season. Although a
small stipend is paid for certain production positions such as directors
and designers, ICT continues to be operated through volunteer
support. One part-time administrator is employed to handle the key
day-to-day administrative functions.

Fridays & Saturdays, March 28, 29, April 4, 5, 11, 12, 2008 at 8pm.
Thursday, April 10, 2008 at 8pm.
Sundays, March 30, & April 6, 2008 at 2:30pm

ROBIN HOOD'S
FOREST IS IN Mg
TROUBLE ZFee

By KATE SCHUMAN,
Associated Press Writer

Robin Hood might have a hard time hiding
out in the Sherwood Forest of today.

The forest once covered about 100,000
acres, a big chunk of present-day Notting-
hamshire County. Today its core is about
450 acres, with patches spread out through
the rest of the county.

Experts say urgent action is needed to re-
generate the forest and save the rare and
endangered ancient oaks at its heart.

Some 15 organizations have joined forces
to draw up a rescue plan, hoping to win a

$100 million grant through a TV competi-
tion in December.

"If you ask someone to think of something
typically English or British, they think of
the Sherwood Forest and Robin Hood,"
said Austin Brady, the regional director of
the East Midlands Conservancy Forestry
Commission. "They are part of our national
identity ... but the Sherwood forest is a real
place and the real forest needs help too."

ICT MainStage Presents
"The Unexpected Guest "
by Agatha Christie
Directed by Jill Stephens
March 28 - April 12
at the Dupree Theatre
Read more at
www.irvingtheatre.org
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(Continued from p. 3)

The forest is beloved for its con-
nection to Robin Hood, the legen-
dary 13th century bandit who sup-
posedly hid there from his neme-
sis, the Sheriff of Nottingham, in
between stealing from the rich and
giving to the poor.

One of Sherwood's oldest and
most celebrated trees is Major Oak
near Edwinstowe, the town where
legend has Robin marrying Maid
Marion. Historians believe it and
other Sherwood oaks could have
been saplings back in Robin's
time.

Park rangers say the collection of
ancient oaks is one of the greatest
in Europe. But they see an in-

crease in the trees' rate of decline.

Over the centuries, the forest was
carved up for farms, mines, towns
and logging. Sherwood timber
built medieval ships and even part
of London's St. Paul's Cathedral.

Now, the ravages of age — and,
some fear, climate change — are
taking their toll. On average one
veteran oak per year would fall;
this year seven have come down
and the rate seems to be accelerat-
ing, said Izi Banton, the forest's
chief ranger.

=

Currently 997 ancient oaks stand
on the 450 acres known as the
"beating heart of the forest," Ban-
ton said. About 450 are still living,
and of those, 250 are good shape,
while the other 200 are particularly
vulnerable. The remainder are
standing deadwood, still valuable
to the forest because of the life
they support.

Each oak has its own management
plan and some even have names,
like Medusa, Stumpy and Twister.
Rangers monitor them closely,
watching for branches that look
droopy or stressed, anxious to en-
sure that each tree lives as long as
possible, said Paul Cook, a senior
ranger.

Ancient oaks survive about 900
years, of which 300 years are spent
growing and 300 dying.

Of the seven trees already lost this
year, four were felled by high
winds on one February night.

With fallen trees go the mostly
unique kinds of beetles, moths and
bats that live in them.

across Britain to work together to
improve quality of life and envi-
ronment.

"It's the hidden side of Sherwood
— everyone knows about the
amazing trees, but they're not
aware of life it supports,” Banton
said. "They're not all cute and
fluffy, but they have just as an im-
portant role to play." (Cook said).

The oaks and wildlife will become
more vulnerable as long as they
remain isolated from the rest of the
forest, Brady said. The rescue plan
would focus on planting 250,000
trees to knit the parts of the forest
back together.

Hopes are high that Sherwood For-
est will win the grant from BIG
Lottery, a branch of the National
Lottery that gives out money to
good causes. Last year, the lottery
launched Living Landmarks, a TV
program that encourages commu-
nities The lottery committee has
shortlisted Sherwood and four
other projects to vie for the $100
million.

"This lottery project is the biggest
one that there's ever been," Brady
said. "It's almost a once in a life-
time opportunity to get the forest
back on track."

Used with permission
of The Associated

(Continued page 2)““ Our customers and the library staff are looking forward to an improved and updated
Central Library. We think everyone will be pleased with the new look,” said Library Director Patty Landers.

Additional improvements will include a carpeted lobby area and an updated entrance into the library with new carpeting
and furniture designed to accommodate laptop computers. Self-checkout machines will be added for customers who do
not want to wait in line. The children’s programming room will be expanded and the teen area will be updated with mod-

ern furniture and décor.

The library’s computer lab will be expanded with enough space to nearly double the number of workstations currently
available, and the genealogy section will be moved to the second floor to make it more accessible.

The $1.7 million project is being funded by the 1999 bond program and construction is scheduled to begin in May. The

library will remain open throughout most of the renovations. For more information, call the Irving Central Library at

(972) 721-2628.
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